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Invitation to all LLR councils to 
submit proposals for the whole area

Proposals should have regard to  
criteria including

Å Deliver single tier local 
government

Å Unitary population of 500,000 +

Å Sensible geography

Å Sensible economic areas

Å Improvement to local services

Å Efficiency savings

Å Support for devolution

What the 
Government 

asked for



Heavily constrained city boundary

Å Boundaries largely fixed c100 years ago
 

Å Small number of authorities not extended 

in 1973 and 1997 reorganisations

Å Illogical boundaries do not recognise the 

actual extent of the built -up area 

Å Inefficient/confusing service delivery

Å Heavily constrained land for housing/ jobs

Å Low tax base 



City boundaries are illogical - splitting streets and communities 
 



Comparator cities have land for housing and economic 
growth and are less than a third as densely populated

Leicester

Population : 372k

Area km2 : 73

Population density 
pɐɳẏɅ/km2 : 

5095
Sheffield

Population : 564k

Area km2 : 367

Population density 
pɐɳẏɅ/km2 : 

1540

Bradford

Population : 553k

Area km2 : 365

Population density
ɳɐɳẏɅ/km2 : 

1514
Leeds

Population : 820k

Area km2 : 550

Population density 
ɳɐɳẏɅ/km2 : 

1493



Establishing a sensible boundary for the city

Å Coherent geography recognising 
the city and its suburbs and rural 
areas 

Å Recognising how people live their 
lives Ṿ travel to work, shop and 
leisure facilities

Å Room for future city expansion - 
housing and jobs for local people

 



Coherence of central urban city and rural areas with ring of 
county towns



City travel catchments showing high degree of self 
containment for work, leisure and shopping journeys  

City travel to work commuter area City bus catchment area



People living in suburbs outside the city boundary regularly 
travel to use city facilities

Phoenix Cinema customer databaseCity Leisure Centre Memberships


