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Report of the Town Clerk

1.

Purpose of Report

To inform Council of the outcome of the Periodic Electoral Review of Leicester City and

to seek

Council approval to the Polling Districts within these new Wards.

Summary

2.1

2.2.

2.3.

2.4,

The Local Government Commission for England (LGCE) and, since 1 April 2002,
the Boundary Committee for England (a committee of the Electoral Commission)
are required by law to review the electoral arrangements of every principal local
authority in England. The aim is to ensure that the number of electors
represented by each Councillor in an area is as nearly as possible the same,
taking into account local circumstances. Changes can be recommended to Ward
boundaries, the number of Councillors and Ward names

Shortly after the outset of the process, at the Council Meeting held on 12 July
2001, there was all party agreement to:

° the size of Council — 54 members
° all out elections every four years.

The LGCE published its draft recommendations for electoral arrangements on 15
January 2002, after which it undertook an eight week period of consultation.

The Boundary Committee for England published their final recommendations on
the future electoral arrangements for Leicester City on 6 June 2002

In summary, these final recommendations were that:-

° Leicester City Council should have 54 Councillors, two fewer than at
present;

° there should be 22 wards, instead of 28 as at present;

° the boundaries of 27 of the existing Wards should be modified, resulting

in a net reduction of six, and one Ward should retain its existing
boundaries;



2.5.

2.6.

2.7.

2.8.

2.9.

2.10.

2.11.

2.12.

° ten of the proposed Wards should each be represented by three
Councillors, with the remaining 12 Wards each represented by two
Councillors.

Any further representations on these final recommendations were required to be
sent to the Electoral Commission by 18 July 2002.

Statutory Instrument 2002 No. 2988, Local Government, England, The City of
Leicester (Electoral Changes) Order 2002, a copy of which is attached, was
made on 2 December 2002.

The electoral changes contained within this Order have effect in relation to local
government elections to be held on and after 1 May 2003.

The changed Ward boundaries necessitate an associated review of Polling
Districts within each Ward. Such a whole scale change of Polling Districts is
undoubtedly a matter of substance and, therefore, by local determination (as
approved at the November 2002 Council Meeting) is a matter reserved to
Council.

Following consultation on initial officer proposals, the proposed Polling Districts
are set out on Ward maps, copies of which will be supplied to each of the
Political Group Rooms and will be displayed in the Tea Rom prior to the Council
Meeting.

For the purposes of electoral legislation and regulations, the Polling Districts are
also being regarded as the Polling Places, although in an extremely small
number of cases a Polling Station may be located outside the Polling District.

It is for the Returning Officer to decide on polling stations (the physical location at
which polling takes place) within the designated polling places.

It is proposed that the new Electoral Register, reflecting the new Wards and
Polling Districts, will be published on 3 February 2003. This will then provide
sufficient time for members of the political parties to prepare their material for the
all out City Council elections to be held on 1 May 2003.

Recommendations

3.1.

3.2.

Members note the changes to Ward boundaries and numbers of Members
representing each of these New Wards, as formalised in Statutory Instrument
2002 no. 2988.

Members agree the proposed Polling Districts within each of the new Wards, as
detailed on the maps published and displayed within the political group rooms
and Tea Room.

Financial and legal Implications

The Cost of City Council officer input into the Periodic Electoral Review, along with the
production costs of the new Register are all being contained within the approved
revenue budget for Electoral Services.



The legal implications are as contained within the report (Peter Nicholls, Head of Legal
Services).

Report Author/Officer to contact:

Charles Poole
Service Director (Democratic Services) - extn. 7015
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The City of Leicester (Electoral Changes) Order 2002
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(8 the prineipal ofice of the Flecioral Commission: and
i) the offiess of Lexcester Ciay Coaneil,

Wairds al ihe ciiy of Leicester
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SCHEDULE

NAMES OF WARDS AND NUMBERS OF COUNCILLORS
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
{ Tl miviet iy ot pares oof e rgler |

This Order gives effect, with modilicutions, to recommendations by the Boundary Committee
for England. & commities of the Eloctoral Commission, for electorn] changes in the cily of
Lécesizr.

The modifications concem the nume of the Freemen city warnd and the boundury between the
Mew Parks cty ward und the Western Park ciny wand.

The changes have effect m refutson to local government elections o he held on and sfier 10
May 2003,

Article 3 nbolishes the existing wurds of the ciy and provides for the ereation of 13 new
warc, Thag article and the Scheduke abo make prossion fior the tomes and arens af, and
nzmsbers of councillon for, the new wanls,

Artiche § abliges the Electorul Repistration Officer to make any necessary amendmenis to the
electarul repister i reflect the new electoral arrapgements

Artche f revokes the City of Lescester | Electoral Arrangemenes| Order 1999151 1979/1474)

Thic arcas of the mew city wurds are demiircated on Lhe mop described in articke 2. Prisits of
the map may b imspected al all reasomable times st the offices ol Lescester City Councal and at
the principal office of the Electoral Commassion a1 Trevelyan Houwse, Gread Peler Siree,
Lomdon SW P IHW,
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