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PURPOSE OF REPORT

This report is to inform the Committee and seek any comments that would be
taken into account whilst a decision would be made under delegated powers by
the Director of Planning, Development and Transportation to submit an
application to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities
to renew an existing Direction (‘the Regulation 7 Direction’) made under
Regulation 7 of The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements)
(England) Regulations 2007 (the Regulations’). The Regulation 7 Direction
made on 9th February 2018, restricts deemed consent for the display of
residential letting boards (“to let’ boards”) in some streets in the Castle,
Knighton, Saffron and Westcotes Wards.

A consultation with stakeholders has been carried out.

The Regulation 7 Direction facilitates more formal advertisement control over
the display of ‘to let’ boards within defined areas covered by the
Regulation 7 Direction and allows the City Council to restrict the proliferation of
‘to let’ boards in those areas through the subsequent design and adoption of
localised guidance as to what would be considered to be acceptable.

A ‘Landlords Guidance’ pack containing the Regulation 7 Direction, maps of the
affected streets and localised guidance and is attached at Appendix 1.
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RECOMMENDATION

That the committee notes that an application for the renewal of a Direction under
Regulation 7 of The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements)
(England) Regulations 2007 to retain control of the display of ‘to let’
advertisements within the existing areas of control in the Castle, Knighton,
Saffron and Westcotes Wards for period of five years will be submitted.

That, subject to the Secretary of State’s approval, the Director of Planning,
Development and Transportation and the Head of Planning would be taking all
necessary steps in order for the Direction to take effect and to operate in the
designated areas.

REASONS

To continue the success of the current management of residential ‘to let’ boards
in the interests of the amenity of the areas concerned and prevent the return of
the visual clutter caused by the proliferation of residential ‘to let’ boards that
formerly existed in those areas.

To ensure that the requirements of the Direction are realised.
SUMMARY

The City Council had received numerous reports from local residents during the
early and mid-2010s about the high numbers of ‘to let’ boards that were
displayed on properties near to Leicester University, De Montfort University and
Leicester Royal Infirmary, and the apparent permanence of those displays. The
Council had conducted two public consultations to assess the scale and extent
of the issue.

The outcome of the first consultation (in June 2013) supported introduction of a
voluntary Code of Practice to seek to control the advertising, which was trialled
with letting agents in the areas affected however the aims of the Code of
Practice were largely ignored.

The outcome of the second consultation (in April 2015) showed that the majority
of respondents felt it appropriate for the Council to have more formal control
over these advertisements.

In February 2016, a decision was made to apply for the Regulation 7 Direction.

The application was submitted to the Secretary of State in June 2016. The
Regulation 7 Direction was made on 9th February 2018, subject to amendments
and removal of some areas on the recommendation of an Inspector appointed
to assess the merits of the application.

The Regulation 7 Direction was implemented on 2nd July 2018, accompanied
by an advisory Code of Practice giving localised guidance on acceptable
alternative advertisement. The Regulation 7 Direction is due to expire on
1st July 2023.
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CONTEXT

Leicester is home to two major Universities, the University of Leicester and
De Montfort University.

Policy commentary from latest evidence on housing need states:

In 2019 there were 8,389 ‘student exempt properties’ which do not have to pay
council tax because of being all-student households in the Leicester. At the time
of the 2011 Census there were 5,604 private sector dwellings occupied by all
student households in Leicester, at an average occupancy of 2.5 students per
dwellings. On this basis, there has been a very significant growth in the number
of students occupying private sector dwellings in Leicester, which will have
increased the pressure on the housing stock of the city particularly as there has
also been a growth in households in receipt of housing benefit in the private
rented sector and a growth in households renting privately.

Between 2015 and 2019 the Council granted planning permission for nearly
4,000 student bedspaces. The impact of COVID 19, and Brexit is still not clear
for the university sector, but if these effects limit the growth of student numbers
in Leicester, then fewer student bedspaces will be required. Therefore, the case
for additional student bedspaces in Leicester is now less pressing than was
found in the 2019 LHNA.

The study also notes that in areas with large student population like Leicester,
many recent graduates will not form their own household immediately but will
instead share properties with other young adults.

In the designated areas (as shown in Appendix 1), whilst there has been a fall
in the number of houses occupied by students as they move to purpose-built
blocks, a high percentage of properties are still occupied as houses in multiple
occupation (‘HMOs’) with an associated transient population. This was
evidenced by analysis in 2021 relating to the maintenance and extension of the
existing Article 4 areas to restrict the development of new HMOs which coincide
with the Regulation 7 Direction areas.

Since the Regulation 7 Direction was implemented, there has been a significant
reduction in illegally displayed ‘to let’ boards which has led to a substantial and
ongoing improvement in the appearance of the affected areas. It is considered
that the removal of ‘deemed consent’ coupled with localised guidance on
acceptable alternative advertisement to have been successful.

There is no compelling evidence to support that the area covered by the
Regulation 7 Direction should be expanded as reports of illegal displays of
‘to let’ boards has dropped over the City overall and informal monitoring has
shown that no further areas of the City have become problematic in terms of
illegal displays.
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In surveys undertaken in 2013 that preceded the initial application to the
Secretary of State, 452 boards were found to be on display in the areas
subsequently affected by the Regulation 7 Direction. In surveys undertaken in
September/October 2022, there were 26 (and three others were
reported separately). In each case, the advertiser was contacted and the
boards were removed.

The Regulation 7 Direction affects 101 streets, in the Castle, Knighton, Saffron
and Westcotes Wards. Some resistance to the Regulation 7 Direction’s
implementation was initially received from one or two letting agents but after a
‘settling in’ period, illegal displays have significantly reduced. Immediately after
the Regulation 7 Direction was implemented in 2018, 11 boards were found on
display July-December 2018, via a combination of reports received and street
surveys. In 2019, the first full year of the Regulation 7 Direction, 70 boards were
found on display via a combination of reports received and street surveys. In
2020, nine boards were found to be on display and in 2021, only seven, all of
which during those two years were reported only by third parties. Formal street
surveys were not carried out. In 2022 overall, 29 boards were found on display,
three of which were reported to the Council and 26 found via street surveys.
Appendix 2 provides further details of ‘Street Surveys’.

The effect of introduction of the Regulation 7 Direction and the advisory Code
of Practice is that if landlords display residential ‘“To Let’ boards at the affected
addresses in accordance with the Code of Practice, it would not be considered
expedient to take prosecution action. If alternatives are required, an application
must be made for advertisement consent, however, only those matching the
requirements of the Code of Practice would be likely to be considered
acceptable.

No applications have been received and it has not proven necessary to
undertake any prosecutions.

It appears that letting agents are effectively policing themselves, as most of the
reports of illegal displays have been received from competitor letting agents.

POLICY CONTEXT

Paragraph 136 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2021 states that the
quality and character of places can suffer when advertisements are poorly sited
and designed. A separate consent process within the planning system controls
the display of advertisements, which should be operated in a way which is
simple, efficient and effective. Advertisements should be subject to control only
in the interests of amenity and public safety, taking account of cumulative
impacts.

Policy CS03 of the Leicester Core Strategy adopted in 2010 states that the
Council will require high quality, well designed developments that contribute
positively to the character and appearance of the local natural and built
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environment. The policy sets out design objectives for urban form, connections
and access, public spaces, the historic environment, and 'Building for Life'.

Student Housing SPD — Section 3 of the Student Housing SPD contains a
commitment to investigate options available through the planning process to
deal with to let boards.

Underlying Legislative Planning Powers

6.4
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The display of ‘to let’ boards is controlled by Schedule 3, Part 1, Class 3A of the
Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations
2007 which states that adverts relating to the sale or letting of a property can be
displayed subject to the following conditions:

(1) Not more than one advertisement, consisting of a single board or two
joined boards, is permitted; and where more than one advertisement is
displayed, the first to be displayed shall be taken to be the one permitted.

(2)  No advertisement may be displayed indicating that land or premises have
been sold or let, other than by the addition to an existing advertisement
of a statement that a sale or letting has been agreed, or that the land or
premises have been sold or let, subject to contract.

(3)  The advertisement shall be removed within 14 days after the completion
of a sale or the grant of a tenancy.

(4)  No advertisement may exceed in area—
(@) where the advertisement relates to residential use or
development, 0.5 square metres or, in the case of two joined
boards, 0.6 square metre in aggregate;

(b)  where the advertisement relates to any other use or development,
2 square metres or, in the case of two joined boards, 2.3 square
metres in aggregate.

(5) Where the advertisement is displayed on a building, the maximum
projection permitted from the face of the building is 1 metre.

(6) lllumination is not permitted.

(7)  No character or symbol on the advertisement may be more than 0.75
metre in height, or 0.3 metre in an area of special control.

(8) No part of the advertisement may be higher above ground level than 4.6
metres, or 3.6 metres in an area of special control or, in the case of a
sale or letting of part only of a building, the lowest level of that part of the
building on which display is reasonably practicable.

The issue that the Council faced with dealing with the legislation has been where
advertisement boards were left on display for more than 14 days as it proved



difficult to establish the date of a grant of tenancy. This means that a Regulation
7 Direction is desirable to allow for effective enforcement of unauthorised signs.

Current Planning Powers
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A Direction made under Regulation 7 of the Town and Country Planning (Control
of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 on 9th February 2018, implemented on
2nd July 2018, removed ‘deemed consent’ rights for the display of residential ‘to
let boards at some addresses in the Windermere, Hazel, Clarendon Park,
Greenhill, West End, Ashleigh Road and West End Conservation Area.

PROCESS OF SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL

To renew the Regulation 7 Direction, the Council will be required to submit a
detailed submission document to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities to renew under Regulation 7 of the Town and
Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007 by
virtue of Regulation 29 of the same Regulations.

If the application to renew the Regulation 7 Direction is approved by the
Government, the status quo will remain, which is that ‘deemed consent’ rights
will remain removed in the streets already affected.

Public Consultation

Consultation was carried out with local residents and estate agents between
8th March 2023 and 5th April 2023, using the Consultation Hub (Citizen Space)
of the City Council’'s website and letters to estate agents. Notices were also
displayed in the affected areas and the consultation was advertised in the
local press and on the Leicester City Council website. The consultation is
shown at Appendix 3; the letter to agents at Appendix 4; the site notices at
Appendix 5; the advertisement in the Leicester Mercury at Appendix 6; and
the publicity on the Council’s website at Appendix 7.

Councillors of the Castle, Knighton, Saffron and Westcotes Wards, members
and the Chair of the Planning and Development Control Committee were briefed
by e-mail about the consultation process.

Consultation Responses

The consultation asked, ‘Do you support the renewal of the
Direction Regulation 7?° 21 formal responses were received: 18 to the online
survey and three via e-mail. A further e-mail response was received the day
after the consultation ended and some informal comments were made on the
Leicester Mercury website.

Of the 18 online responses, 13 (72.22%) said ‘yes’ and 5 (27.78%) said ‘no’. A
full analysis of the 18 responses to the online consultation is attached at
Appendix 8. Of the three e-mail responses, one said ‘yes’ and two had ‘no
opinion either way’.
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Of the 21 formal responses, 66.67% of respondents supported renewal of the
Regulation 7 Direction, 23.81% did not support renewal, and 9.52% had no
opinion either way.

The online consultation included a space where respondents could comment.
15 of the 18 respondents made comments (11 in support, 4 not in support). All
comments (online, e-mail, Leicester Mercury website) are attached at
Appendix 9.

A professional body of property agents sent an e-mail on the last day of the
consultation stating they were planning on responding to the consultation but
due to deadlines and the Easter Holidays, did not think they would be able to
respond by that afternoon and hoped to do so by the following week. They were
notified by e mail that day that their response would need to be submitted that
day as if it were received afterwards, it may not be taken into consideration.
Their representation, which is attached at Appendix 10 for information
purposes, was received the following day, after the consultation ended. They
objected to the renewal and argued that adequate powers exist under existing
legislation to take action against advertisements; the restriction is no longer
necessary; and it would have impact on letting businesses.

The reduction in unauthorised advertisements indicates a change in the attitude
of letting agents. The late representation has not been taken into consideration
as it was received outside the consultation period. Even if the response was
received in time, the fact remains that the overwhelming response is in support
of renewal of the Regulation 7 Direction.

It is considered that the use of letting boards is broadly unnecessary. They are
often left in place for long periods or indefinitely, not to indicate vacant
accommodation but to advertise the letting company. Most people looking for
rented accommodation are likely to search agents’ websites or property portals
rather than walk or drive around an area looking for ‘to let’ boards.

It is not proposed at this time to extend the area covered by the Regulation 7
Direction as the existing control seems to be working. The restriction in the
areas covered by the Regulation 7 Direction may have had a ‘knock-on’ effect
for other areas as reports of unauthorised displays have dropped dramatically
across the City.

CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS

Analysis of the consultation results, together with the surveys, shows overriding
support from the public for the Council to apply to renew the
Regulation 7 Direction. Of note is that there were fewer than 30 responses to
this consultation whereas there were upwards of 230 in the consultation
preceding the application to the Secretary of State. The evidence of the 2022
surveys shows that the Regulation 7 Direction has had the desired effect of
securing the improvement to visual amenity required. It can be inferred that the
erstwhile strong feeling about the detrimental effect the proliferation of ‘to let’
boards was having on the locale has dissipated, as the problem has largely
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been resolved. It can be further inferred that this is due to the existence of the
Regulation 7 Direction, effectively preventing such display.

Once the application has been made, stakeholders will have 21 days to submit
objections directly to the Secretary of State, who will then consider the
application. There is no set timescale for a decision and previous applications
have taken up to 12 months to be considered, particularly if the
Secretary of State takes the option of calling a Public Inquiry. If approved, the
Regulation 7 Direction would be publicised and implemented appropriately.

Other Local Authorities such as Nottingham, Leeds, Newcastle and Charnwood
have been successful with applications for renewal of Regulation 7 Directions
in relation to residential “To Let’ boards. Like some of these authorities, the City
Council has adopted guidance setting out a scheme of advertisement that
should be followed. However, it is considered that the restriction to display 'to
let’ boards remains justified in the context of the impact and evidence. Internal
advertisements in individual properties would be sufficient to supplement
extensive online advertisements, shop displays and websites used by agents.

It is proposed to apply to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities to renew the existing Direction made under Regulation 7 of The
Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England)
Regulations 2007 by virtue of Regulation 29 of the same Regulations to retain
removal of the deemed consent rights for the display of ‘to let’ boards within the
areas of the City already identified.

FINANCIAL, LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS

Financial Implications

10.1.2 Renewal of the Direction will involve advertising costs and possibly costs of an

inquiry. If the renewal is approved then it will continue to be the case that some
applications to display signs will be exempt from a planning application fee.
Costs will be covered within existing budgets.

David Hall, Accountant, CDN Finance.

10.2 Legal Implications

10.2.1 The Council is entitled to restrict the deemed consent proposed to seek the

removal of the display of adverts of any class shall not be permitted in the
specified areas as referred to in paragraph 2.1 without express consent from
the Council.

10.2.2 Regulation 29 Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements)

Regulations 2007 (“2007 Regulations”) provides “any power conferred by these
regulations to give a direction includes a power to cancel or vary the direction
by a subsequent direction”. External advice has been sought and we have been
advised that the procedure for renewal is the same as making a new application
under Regulation 7.



10.2.3 Regulation 7 of the 2007 Regulations enables the Council to ask the Secretary
of State to direct that express consent is required before advertisements for
which deemed consent would otherwise be available may be displayed. The
Council will have to undertake a full consultation process on the proposed
direction restricting deemed consent that could result in representations and
objections to the proposed direction which the Secretary of State will have to
take into consideration when determining whether the deemed consent for the
display of adverts shall not apply to the specified area for a specified period
or indefinitely.

10.2.3 The Secretary of State will not make a direction until the consultation period has
expired. In determining whether to make a direction the Secretary of State will
consider any representations to the proposed direction. If any of the
representations are objections to the proposed direction the Secretary of State
will give them an opportunity to attend a hearing and make their representations
in person to the Secretary of State or their representative. The Council will be
given a reasonable opportunity to respond to any representations.

10.2.4The Secretary of State when determining whether to restrict the deemed
consent for the display of adverts can make a direction as proposed by the
Council or they can modify the proposal and the area that it will apply to for a
specified period or indefinitely.

10.2.5Where the Secretary of State makes a direction it will be confirmed in writing to
the Council with a statement of their reasons for making the direction and a copy
will be sent to everyone who made a representation. The Council will publish
the direction and Notice of making the direction on all the owners and occupiers
in the area affected by the direction. The direction will come into force on the
date that all the all the owners and occupiers in the area affected have been
served with the direction. There is no right of appeal or challenge against the
Secretary of State’s direction.

Aqgeel Adnan, Solicitor, Legal Services
10.3 Climate Change Implications

10.3.1There are no significant climate emergency implications associated with
this report.

Aidan Davis, Sustainability Officer.

10.4 Risk Assessment Matrix

Risk Likelihood | Severity Control Actions
L/M/H Impact | (if necessary/appropriate)
L/M/H
Judicial Review | L L Ensure decision to make
Regulation 7 direction is lawful,
rational, reasonable and
procedural fair.




10.5 Other Implications

OTHER IMPLICATIONS YES/NO Paragraph references within the
report

Equal Opportunities No

Policy Yes 6.1

Sustainable and Environmental | No

Crime and Disorder No

Human Rights Act No

Elderly/People on Low Income No

Corporate Parenting No

Health Inequalities Impact No

11.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS - LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

Student Housing SPD (Adopted June 2012); the existing Regulation 7 Direction

12.0 CONSULTATIONS

Consultation was carried out as set out in this report.

13.0 REPORT AUTHOR

Jackie Skinner, Planning, Development & Transportation
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Introduction

A Regulation 7 Direction was made by Secretary of State for Housing, Communities
and Local Govemment, which creates allows Leicester City Council more confrol
over the prevalence of To Let’ boards for residential letfings in some strests in the
Windermere, Hazel, Clarendon Park, Greenhill, West End, Ashleigh Road and West
End Conservation Area parts of Leicester.

The number of leting boards on residential properties has become excessive in pants
of the City, especially where thers are high numbers of rented accommodation. This
has a negative impact on visual aspects in neighbourhoods and local residents have
raized concems that the quality of the residential emvironment iz declining as a result,
which is impacting on the housing market. The law (Town and Country Planning
(Control of Advertisements) (England) Act 2007) already states that boards are to be
removed three weeks after a property has been let, but this requirement is often
ignored: some properties display them for long periods of ime and some even have
boards up all year round.

After a public consultation, a voluntary Code of Praclice was intfroduced, however, it
was largely ignored and the numbers of boards did not diminish.

In June 2016, the Council made an application o the Secretary of State for a
Regulation 7 Direction and this was granted on Sth February 2018.

The Direction comes into effect on 2nd July 2018 and last for five years. It is
accompanied by a revised Code of Practice. This means that while technically,
advertizing consent is required to display residential ‘To Let' boards in the affected
areas, boards that are displayed in accordance with the Code of Practice are unlikely
to face prosecution.

See below for the Secretary of State’s Direction, a Cuick Guide to the affecied
sireets and the addresses by area, induding maps. Please note, the address list is
correct at the time of printing, but if in doubt, it should be seen in conjunction with the
maps.
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What is the Code of Practice?

The Code of Practice is a set of rules which determines how To Let’ boards for
residential letlings are displayed in specified streets of the City of Leicester.

Code of Practice

1. Only one residential lettings To Let” board per building will be
permitted.

2. Each board shall have a white background and will conform to the
following layout: 34cm x 48cm or 48cm x 34cm.

3. One company logo per board will be permitted providing that the logo
does not exceed one third of the overall size of the advertising board.

4. Boards marked with ‘Let by’, ‘Let’, ‘More Wanted’ or similar wording
are prohibited.

a. Mo more than one board shall be permitted per landlord/agent per
street.

. a) Boards shall be mounted flush to the wall abovelaround the front
door, or if that is not possihle, flush to the wall on the street
frontage elevation. In either instance, no part of a board shall be
higher than first-floor window sill level;

or

)  alternatively, boards shall be displayed internally in a ground
floor window facing the street frontage, but not in addition to a
board displayed externally.

T. Boards shall only be allowed on properties immediately available To
Let’ unless they are for the following academic year, when they shall
not be put up until 1st January of that year.

8. Letting boards shall be removed not later than 14 days after the
granting of a tenancy for the room, house or flat to which it relates.

Q. Mo ‘To Let boards shall be displayed between 1st October to
31st December inclusive.

Revised May 2018
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Why do we want to control the display of boards?

The number of leting boards on residential properties has become excessive in parts
of the City, especially where there are high numbers of rented accommodation. This
has a negative impact on visual aspects in neighbourhoods and local residents have
raised concemns that the quality of the residential environment is dedining as a result,
which is impacting on the housing market. The law (Town and Country Planning
(Confrol of Advertizements) (England) Act 2007} already states that boards are to be
removed three weeks after a property has been let, but thizs requirement is often
ignored: some properties display them for long periods of ime and some even have
boards up all year round.

The Coundl tned to tackle the izsue by infroducing a voluntary Code of Praciice, but
thiz was not successful in redudng the number of boards on display.

After a public consultation, the Council submitted an application to the Secretary of
State, who has made a Regulation 7 Direction restricting ‘deemed consent’ rights for
the dizplay of residential lxoards. This comes into effect on 2nd July 2018 and will
last initially for five years.

Which streets are affected by the Regulation 7 Direction?
To find out the affected addresses, dick on the relevant area: Windermere, Hazel,
Clarendon Park, Greenhill, West End. Ashlzigh Road, West End Conzervation Area.

What does this mean?

Momally, To Let’ boards bensfit from “‘deemed consent rights. However, the
Regulation ¥ Directicn has removed these rights in specified streets.

Do | have to apply for advertisement consent?

In general, yes: advertisement consent is required to display a To Let’ board and can
be sought by submitling a planning application, along with a fee. However, in the
interests of assisting landlords, the Council will not request planning applications for
those boards which comply with the Code of Praclice. Where applications for
advertizement  consent are submitted, only those that comply with the
Code of Practice will be considered acceptable.

What if | don't apply?

It iz a criminal offence to display To Let' boards without consent.  You may be
prosecuted in the Magistrates' Court. The maxirmum fine on conviction of an offence
iz presently £2 500, with an additional daily fine of £250 for a continuing offence.

How will the Direction be enforced?
Surveys of the area will be underiaken, however, breaches can be reported to our
Compliance and Monitoring Team. Contact them:

by e-mail: anning@leicester.gov.uk
by telephone: 0116 454 1000 (Customer Service Centre)
by post: Planning Department, Leicester City Council, City Hall,

115 Charles Street, Leicester LE1 1FZ
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Appendix 1: Copy Regulation 7 Direction
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Ministry of Housing,
Communities &
Lecal Govemnment
Flan Bacued Fleass Siman Hewdecksr-Dent
Serecs Planner, Leicester Caty Councl acsk far:
City Hall Tel: 0303 844 BIG2
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LLE;:E‘I!&r D=niecmmuribes gl gou Uk
Tourret:  mia
Dwrmel  POLAIReguW ESSTEIE
Diaie: % February 2018
Desar Mr Beckel,

TOWHN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (CONTROL OF ADVERTISEMENTS)
[ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2007: [“the Reculations")
REGULATION ¥: MRECTION RESTRICTING DEEMED COMSENT

1.1 am drechad by the Secretary of Siale to refer to the requast made by Lescesier ity
Council {"the Counal®) on 24 June J1E for a Direction that deamed consan for fhe
desplay of todet boards relating lo the leting of premizes, which are advermements
undar Class 3A of Schadula 3 o the Requlatiens, should be withdrasn from cartain
araas in Leicasber.

2. Taking inte account 3 =8 visit and representations made in responss to the
Council’s indial announcement to seck e Deechon, fhe Inspecior considars that thems:
are compelling reasons as bowhy deamed consent for the display of lo-det boands
should be withdrasm from ceran specified arsas. However the Inspector also
considars that tha kavel of display of io-let boards in cartain specified areas doas not
amound b suech an advers= efiect on public ameniéy as o wasrand a Regulation 7

3. In paragraph 30 of her mpor, fhe Inspactor nedes that fhe quanbty and
concentraion of to-let boards vanes significantly between the vanows specified areas.
The Irepecior conziders thal, m thoze areas significanily fewer lo-bet boards, those
boards cannot be said to cause harm o the charactsr and appsarance of the areas
such that a Reguiation T Dirsclion would be warrantad.

4. In concluding, e Inspector recommends that the Dirsction be made caly in respec
of areas 2a, 2h, W, e, db, de and 44 as shown on the attached maps and listed
balow. The Inspachor recommends that fhe Direchon should apply for 3 paried of five

Plarsning Caework Uni Tek Z00 444 E050

W y of H L= i Bk and Losal Sowariysed E-mait pusaffecenyye niles ool oo ik
8 SEPhilips Plaos

By rughusim
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years. The Secretary of State agrees with the Inspecior’s appraisal sat out In
paragraphs 20-46 of her repart. He agrees with her conclusions at paragraph 47 that in
areas 1a, 1b, 2¢, 4a and 4e there have been relatively small numbers of letting boards
displayed over the years and he shares the Inspactor's view that this level of display
does not amount to such an adverse effect on public amanity as to warrant &
Ragulation 7 Direction and that control m these areas under the Advertisement
Requlabions s adequate. The Secretary of Stale agrees with the Inspecior’s condu=on
at paragraph 48 that a Regulation 7 Direction s justified s centain areas because
norma controls are nadequate. He agrees that this s the case n respect of areas 2a,
20, 3b, ¢, 4b, 4c and 4d. The Secretary of State shares the Inspectors view that the
visual harm identified in these areas could only be overcome by remaving deemed
consent nghts for the display of letting boards

Formal Decision

5. Accordngly for the reasons given above, the Secretary of State agrees with the
Inspedior’s recommendation. He s satsfied thal a Dwaction should be made to control
the deplay of advertsements relating 1o the lettng of premises within the areas of
Leicester dentified below and on the maps submitted by the Councd for a penaed of five

years.

5. The Direction would cover the following areas in Leicester, as shown on the
aftachsd maps, namely:

¢ Area 23 - Windermers

o Area 20 - Hazel

o Area 3b - Clarendon Park

¢ Area 3o - Greenhill

e Area 4b - West End

¢ Area 4c - Ashlegh Road

* Area dd - West End Conservation Area

7_A formal Dwechon is altachsed. The Council’s attention 15 drawn to the provsions of
Ragulation 7(7), which spacidy the procadure for publishing the effect and date of
operaton of the Direction.

8. When this Direction is brought into effect, the display of boards in respect of the
latting of premises may onfy be undartaken lawfully in the areas apaciied in paragraph
6 above, when the Council have granted exprass consent for their display. In order not
fo pregudice the infarests of persons wishing to desplay advertscemants for proparty
lettings, the Council are inwled to ensure that any such applications for express
coneent are decided withn the penod epecified in Regulation 14(1) of the Regulations.

9 In ina with tha Inspactor’s comments in paragraph 48 of har report, the Secretary of
State suggests that the Coundd attaches details of the addresses of the properties n

Flannng Canswork Unit Tt 0303 444 5080
Miristry of Bousing. Communitos and Local Govammont E.val

8 5tPhips Place

Smingham

B: 270
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all the streets within the areas to which the Diraction applies when publishing the
Diraction.

Right of Appeal against the Dacision

10. The decizion of the Secretary of State may be challenged by way of an application
to the High Court and a separate note is attached 1o Bes |etier satting out the
arcumstances in which such an application may be made

Yours sincerely,

ﬁwm%@x@;

Dave Moseley
Senior Planning Casework Manager

Flarang Casework Una Tt 0003 444 2000

Mristy of Housing. Communites and Local Govermment Emal pouloomnmuniies oo sov b
G 3tPhisp: P

Exrmrengham

B 2
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TOWH AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1980

TOWHN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ({CONTROL OF ADVERTISEMENTS)
(ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2007

REGULATION 7: MRECTION RESTRICTING DEEMED CONSENT

The Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government ('the
Secretary of State') is satisfied, upon a proposal made to him by Leicester City
Council, as the local planning authority, that the display of adverizements relating to
the letiing of premises as specified in Class 34 of Schedule 3, Part 1, to the Town
and Couniry Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007 (the
'Regulations') should not be undertaken without express consent in parts of
Leicester.

The Directicn would cover the following areas in Leiceater, as shown on the attached
maps, namely:

¢ Area Za - Windemere

* Area Zb - Hazel

* Area 3b - Clarendon Park

* Area 3c - Greenhill

*  Ares 4b -West End

*  Area 4dc - Ashleigh Road

+  Area 4d - West End Conservation Arsa

The proposal has been the subject of a site visit, having been publicly advertized and
representations made to the Secretary of State in accordance with the provisions of
the Regulations.

The areas to be included in the Direction are specified in the Schedule to this
Drirection.

This Direction shall have effect for a peniod of five years from the date on which it
comes into force in accordance with the provisions of the Regulations.

g|Page




Scheduls

This Direction relates to the display of advertisements relating to the letting of
premises as specified under Class 3A of Part 1 of Schedule 3 to the Regulations in
the following areas in Leicester, namely:

Area Za - Windermere

Area 2b - Hazel

Area 3b - Clarendon Park

Area 3¢ - Greenhill

Area 4b - West End

Area 4c - Ashleigh Road

Area 4d - West End Conservation Area

The reasons for the Secretary of State's decision are a2t out in his letter of 9
February 2018 to the Council, a copy of which is attached.

Thave ?‘v‘fwﬂéﬁ

Dave Moseley
Senior Planning Casework Manager

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Govermment
Authorised by the Secretary of State to =ign on that behalf

9|FPage




Appendix 2: Quick Guide to Affected Streets

If you hawve any queres, please contact ws:
by e-ma anningfieicester. ik

10|Page

y telephons: 16 4534 1000 [ Customer Service Centre)

oy
oy post Planning Department, Leicester City Council, City Hall 113 Charles Street, Leicester LE1 1FZ

A-Z [wIth area numbars)
Adderney Road 3b | Cambridge Sirest 4k | Hamow Road 4b | Mosl Street 4b | Stuan Street Al
Ashisigh Gardens 4¢ | Ceclla Road 3b | Hariopp Road ib | Noman Street 4b | Syksfeld Avenus :.:
Ashisigh Road 4c | Celt Straet A Hazel Street 2b | Oakiand Road 30 | Thinmere Smeet 2a
ANENUE Road Ext 3b | Clarendon Park Road | 3b Hinckley Road 4b | Orango Road 30 | Thuriow Road 3
Aviesione Road 2b | Clarendon Strest 23 | Howard Roats 3b | oxford Road 3b ) Twndale Sirest Ay
Barclay Streel 4b | Cragock Road 3 vy Road 4b | Pawon Smeet 4b | Uiiswater Strest 2a
Beaconsield Road | 4b | Cranmer Strest 4p | Knighion Park Road | 3b | Qusens Road gg Uppernon Road 4
Blsiay Sirest 4b | Eastielgh Road 4 | Jamom Street 23 | Rasburn Road ¢ | Wictorla Park Road | 3b
Blue Fox Closs 4b | Egward Road 3b | Landseer Road 3p | RiEey Strest 4b | walnut Stresat g';
Bonnington Road 3c | Eguity Road L] Latimer Sreed 4b | Roman Sreet 4D | Walton Sireet L]
Braunsione Eate 4b | Fllben Sireet 2a Leopold Road Jb | Ruding Road 4b | Welord Road g:
Brazll Strest 2b | Filben Street East 2v | Lvingstone swreet | 30 | Ruang Termcs 4b | westcotes Drive i
Briton Street 4b | Fieetwood Court 3bp | Lome Road 3b | Rydal Strest 2a | West Avenue b
Browning Shreet 4b | Fleetwood Road 3 Lumer Sirest db | Sawday Street 2b | Wesibury Road 3
A
Bruce Sbreet 4b | Fosse Road South 4c Lytham Road Jb | Saxon Srest 4D | Westam Road A
4d
Brookland Road 3b | Gainsborough Road 3¢ Lythan Road 3b | Seymour Road 3b | Wesheigh Road 4c
4b
= Lo

Bulwer Road 3b | Gaw Strest 4p | Montague Road ib Snaresoury Roac 20 | wiberore Roaa an
Burnmoar Strest 2a | Grasmere Strest 2a | Warborough Road :E ShefMaid Street 4b | Wind=mers Strest | 2a
Butiemere Strest 2a | Gresnhil Road 3¢ | Wew Brdge Sirest 2b | 51 Leonards Road 3b




Appendix 3: Addresses by Area

Za - Windarmars

Even oad

Streat Humbsrs Humbsrs
BuTmoor Shee 103 157
Birtermere Streat - 17 only
Ciarendon Shreet 94-134 »
Fibert Sreet 104112 103161
Grasmere Gheal 6158 31137
JarTom ireet Toozi1d S3-167
Fydal Sireet 5.38 335
Thirmere Sireet . 25
Dewaer treet P 157
Walnut Shreet 110170 1T7-Z17
Windemeare Sirest 252 fi-=3
20 - Hazel

Even oad

Strest Numbsars Numbers
Ayiestons Foad . E5-115
Brazll et 1556 533
Fiberl Sirest E3sl P =31
Haze Sirees 538 123
New Endge Sireet 3554 -
Sawday Sireet 508 Tonly
VeEInLE Sheat 535 -
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Jb — Clarendon Park

dc — Greenhill

I.ﬂ-..r..,.. = I'Ih"'” Je Gewani=il
k S N Wy -
i ) k
1 "k | s
T b ey AL A ] FTE
e e f —
1

12|FPage

iy — Clarsndon Park

Even odd Even Odd
Strest Humbars Humbers Strest Humibers Humb&rs

Adgeney Road 30z 187 Lome Road 13 117
Awenue Foad X 54274 3315 Lyiham Foad 308 EE
Brookland Road 25 - Lytton Foad 2142 1-83
Bulwer Foad 374 S Montague Road 758 1101
Cedlia Foad 738 131 Dakland Foad 3 only -
Clarendon Pam Road TEoa | 10735 Oriando Road 5 113
Cradock Road a2 145 Dwiford Foad ] 123
Edward Rioad 340 1-a1 Quesns Road 15250 3217
Flestwood Courl 318 17 Seymour Foad 314 111
Flestwood Road 2-18 1-49 51 Leonands Road o e | 2317
Haroop Road TR (EF Thuriow Fioad 2] T2
Howard Road 26142 1175 Viciona Park Road TZE-35E x
Knighion Park Foad =5 only Weord Road 170334 | 20151
Landseer Road A58 363 Wesl Avenue P B
Leopoid Road 2-33 1-51 Westbury Road 2. Eu";,i-f';f' -
3¢ — Greennii

Even Oda

Street Humbars | Humbers

Sonningion Road 535 133
Galnsaomugh Road 202 ]
Greennill Road 2110 1121
Que=ns Road 134052 | 155217
Raebum Road 2-28 123
Weitord Road 316 334




4b — West End
4c — Ashleigh Road
4d — West End Conservation Area

Fr—— S T W

(¥ .':.J T, W IA - E, F'-:-:
. i = - =
N X - 'E-l-h Wiext Emd

5 F g dd Waan Enad .

| ¥ Cormereatics Aten .

B (5] "

36 - West End
Evan Odd Cdd
Strest Mumbers | Humbers Strest Humbers
DAy —resl 2148 o= [ ] LiEher resq 1-1LLs
Seacons=d Road 2-1332 1-131 MNarmomgh Road 1-20E
Slsley Srest 2-36 1-33 MoE] Seet 1-£5
Siue Fox Cose 2-24 123 Morman Sireet 1-T
Draunsione Gaks i - Faion Sarest |
SN Sirest 14-3E Sk ] Fidiey sires 163
Snoaning Sireet 2-532 1-55 Foman Street 1-29
Siruce Siredt H-5E 158 Fuging Road 1-17
Cambridge Sinesd £-138 5133 Fugding Temace 1 only
Celt Sirest 4-23 17 SN Sresd 1-23
Cranmer Sirest 2-1032 332 Shaftesbury Road 1-E5
| Easfieigh Road 2-9E 1-11E ShefMaa Shes 1-23
Equlty Road 240 1-41 Shuart Sirest 1-108
Fizese FRoad Soarth 106202 101-15¢ Skefledd Avanues 1-55
EEES T=F s ';ﬁm B0 o7
Hamow Road 2-170 1-183 Lipperion Foad 1-173
Hinckley Foad 2-9E - WWalon Sest -2d
vy Road 2-62 f1-58 Wesicoles Drive -4
Lafimer Sinest 250 123 Wesem Road 1-25
T TR ONe 5] 2-104 - WY iDsnore ~oad 1-1.34
4c — dshisigh Road
Even Odd
Sirest Numbers NUmBSrs
Asnlgigh Gardens &l properies Al propertes
_.-'Elﬁl‘::‘,h moad ] 1o
Fasse HMioad =ouh L N -
[ Narborough FRoad - 1T-155
Westieigh Road -4l 1-35
20 - Weal End Lones vaton Area
Fosse Road Sowth 290 -
Livingsione Sires - J3-51
Shafiasoury Road iol-06 -
S ANEME -4 -
e =13 -
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| TO LET BOARDS
for residential ‘
lettings

Guidance for
Landlords

Leicester City Council




Appendix 2: Street Surveys

2a - Windermere
Street Even Odd Number of Boards
Numbers Numbers 2013 2022 2022
survey Sep Oct
Burnmoor Street 10-36 1-87 - 0 0
Buttermere Street - 17 only - 0 0
Clarendon Street 94-134 - - 0 0
Filbert Street 104-112 103-181 - 0 0
Grasmere Street 28-158 41-137 31 1 0
Jarrom Street 102-214 93-167 21 2 !
Rydal Street 2-38 3-35 8 0 1
Thirlmere Street - 1-45 5 0 0
Ullswater Street 2-58 1-67 11 1 0
Walnut Street 110-170 177-217 0 0 0
Windermere Street 2-62 1-83 12 0 0
Number of streets: 88 4 2
I 4 - 0 0
Totals: |  In2013:88 | In 2022: 6
2a - Hazel
Street Even Odd Number of Boards
Numbers Numbers 2013 2022 2022
survey Sep Oct
Aylestone Road - 65-115 - 2 0
Brazil Street 12-56 9-33 - 0 0
Filbert Street East 2-54 1-31 - 0 0
Hazel Street 2-38 1-43 - 0 0
New Bridge Street 48-64 - - 0 0
Sawday Street 2-28 1 only - 0 0
Walnut Street 2-36 - 2 0 0
Number of streets: 2 0 0
1 6 - 2 0
Totals: In 2013: 2 | In 2022: 2
3b — Clarendon Park
Street Even Odd Number of Boards
Numbers Numbers 2013 2022 2022
survey Sep Oct
Adderley Road 4-102 1-87 - 0 0
Avenue Road Ext 94-274 3-315 13 3 0
Brookland Road 2-6 - - 0 0
Bulwer Road 2-74 1-75 - 0 0




Cecilia Road 2-36 1-31 - 0 0
 Clarendon Park Road | 78-296 107-325 10 0 0
Cradock Road 2-42 1-45 - 0 0
| Edward Road 2-40 1-41 1 0 0
Fleetwood Court 2-18 1-17 - 0 0
2-18 1-49 1 0 |
34-122 1-121 6 0 0
26-192 1-175 7 0 0
Knighton Park Road 26 only - - 0 0
Landseer Road 4-58 9-63 - 0 0
_Leopold Road 2-38 1-51 1 0 0
Lorne Road 2-138 1-117 - 0 0
Lytham Road 2-28 1-39 4 0 0
Lytton Road 2-142 1-83 - 1 0
h 2-98 1-101 5 0 0
Oakland Road 2 only - - 0 0
Orlando Road 2-6 1-13 - 0 0
' Oxford Road 4-38 1-43 6 0 |
- 16-252 43-217 0 0 0
2-14 1-11 0 0 0
' St Leonards Road 52-156 & 23-157 4 0 0
Park House
Thurlow Road 2-50 1-41 - 0 0
Victoria Park Road 128-366 - - 0 0
' Welford Road 170-334 201-351 10 0 0
West Avenue S orendon court | 7761 - 0 0
Westbury Road 2,2A & 2B - - 0 0
only
Number of streets: 68 ] 2
14 16 - il 0
Totals: | In2013:68 | In 2022: 6
3c — Greenhill
Street Even Odd Number of Boards
Numbers Numbers 2013 2022 2022
survey Sep Oct
2-36 1-33 3 0 0
Gainsborough Road 4-102 3-93 - 0 0
2-110 1-121 4 0 0
134-252 153-217 1 0 0
Raeburn Road 2-28 1-29 - 0 0
316 334 0 0 0
Number of streets: 8 0 0
4 2 - 0 0
Totals: | In 2013: 8 | In 2022: 0




4b - West End
Street Even Odd Number of Boards
Numbers Numbers 2013 2022 2022
survey Sep Oct
' Barclay Street 2-148 3-163 25 0
' Beaconsfield Road 2-132 1-131 23 0
Bisley Street 2-36 1-33 2 0 0
Blue Fox Close 2-24 1-23 - 0 0
Braunstone Gate 58-68 - - 0 0
Briton Street 14-38 3-43 - 0 0
Browning Street 2-52 1-55 - 0 0
| Bruce Street 30-66 1-69 3 0 0
' Cambridge Street 4-138 5-133 14 ] 0
| Celt Street 4-22 1-17 4 0 0
' Cranmer Street 2-102 3-99 3 0 0
 Eastleigh Road 2-86 1-115 10 ] 0
' Equity Road 2-40 1-41 7 0 0
' Fosse Road South 106-202 101-191 22 0 0
' Gaul Street 2-48 1-73 10 0 0
' Harrow Road 2-170 1-183 18 | 0
Hinckley Road 2-86 - - 0 0
" Ivy Road 2-62 1-59 1 0 0
' Latimer Street 2-60 1-93 1 0 0
 Livingstone Street 2-104 - 2 0 0
Luther Street 2-102 1-103 12 0 0
Narborough Road 2-210 1-203 - 0 0
' Noel Street 2-68 1-85 8 0 0
' Norman Street 4-84 1-71 18 0 0
 Paton Street 2-72 3-71 9 0 0
Ridley Street 2-106 1-63 8 0 0
' Roman Street 4-24 1-29 3 0 0
Ruding Road - 1-17 - 0 0
Ruding Terrace 2 only 1 only - 0 0
Saxon Street 2-20 1-23 - 0 0
Shaftesbury Road 2-34 1-55 - 0 0
' Sheffield Street 10-34 1-23 3 0 0
 Stuart Street 2-96 1-109 11 0 0
Sykefield Avenue 6-46 1-55 - 0 0
' Tyndale Street 4-96 1-97 8 0 0
' Upperton Road 6-106 1-173 9 0 0
' Walton Street 10-92 1-99 12 0 0
Westcotes Drive 2-52 1-49 - 0 0
' Western Road 118-378 1-251 14 | 0
" Wilberforce Road 2-190 1-139 24 0 0
Number of streets: 284 1 0
28 12 : 0 0
Totals: |  In2013:284 | In 2022: 11




4c — Ashleigh Road
Street Even Odd Number of Boards
Numbers Numbers 2013 2022 2022
survey Sep Oct
Ashleigh Gardens All properties | All properties - 0 0
Ashleigh Road 2-28 15-27 - 0 0
Fosse Road South 220-228 - 0 0 0
Narborough Road - 171-195 0 0
Westleigh Road 6-40 1-35 - 1 0
Number of streets: 0 0 0
1 4 - 1 0
| Totals: In 2013: 0 | In 2022: 1
4d - West End Conservation Area
Street Even Odd Number of Boards
Numbers Numbers 2013 2022 2022
survey Sep Oct
Fosse Road South 2-90 - 0 0 0
Livingstone Street - 33-51 2 0 0
Shaftesbury Road 60-66 - - 0 0
Sykefield Avenue 2-4 - - 0 0
Westcotes Drive 52-136 - - 0 0
Number of streets: 2 0 0
2 3 - 0 0
| Totals: | In2013:2 | In 2022: 0

Streets: 101 streets (54 from original surveys, 47 more included in the Direction).
(Fosse Road South, Welford Road, Queens Road are stated twice, split by
area into different zones)

Boards:

2013: Total 452

2022: September

Total 23

October

Total 3

Grand Total: 26

On original and current surveys
On current surveys only




Appendix 3: Consultation



e - :
€23 Leicester City Council

Homepage Search We Asked, You Said, We Did

Regulation 7 Public Consultation (To Let Boards)

Overview

Leicester City Council received a number of complaints during the early and
mid 2010s in relation to the display of 'to let’ boards and their effect on the
character and appearance of residential areas.

The council understands the need to advertise properties that are available to
rent but was concerned about the large number of 'to let’ boards for
residential properties in some areas and looked at more effective ways of
controlling them.

The display of 'to let’ boards is controlled by national legislation and boards
that are on display within the limits of the legislation have 'deemed consent’,

In 2016, LCC applied to the government to issue a Direction under Regulation
7 of The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England)
Regulations 2007 to remove this ‘deemed consent 'for to let' boards for
residential properties in some areas of the city.

The Direction was issued on 9th February 2018 and covers some streets in
the Castle, Knighton, Saffron and Westcotes wards. It was implemented on
2nd July 2018 and runs alongside an advisory Code of Practice which gives
localised guidance on acceptable alternative advertisement.

Since the Direction was implemented, there has been a significant reduction
in illegally displayed 'to let' boards which has led to an improvement in the
appearance of the affected areas.

The council considers the removal of ‘deemed consent’ coupled with localised
guidance on acceptable alternative advertisement to have been successful.

The Direction is due to expire on 1st July 2023 and the council wishes to
apply to renew and retain the removal of 'deemed consent” in those areas,
allowing the council to keep the existing level of control.

Before we do this, we would welcome your views on the renewal of Direction
Regulation 7,

Give us your views

Online Survey >

Closes 5 Apr 2023
Opened 8 Mar 2023

Contact
Jacki Skinner
{Ptanning Enforcement Officer}

PManring Compliance and
Monitoring Team

planning enfarcement @leicesterg
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'{:‘g Leicester City Council

Homepage Search We Asked, You Said, We Did

Regulation 7 Public Consultation (To Let Boards)

Page 10f 5 About You
=3

Closes 5 Apr 2023 = g 3
Are you responding as (please tick as many options as apply)

Owner/occupier
Student

Letting agent

Landlord

Tenant (Private/Council)

Other

If other, please state

What is your home/work postcode? (as appropriate)

Please note: we collect postcode data to gain a better understanding of which
parts of the city / county respond to our consultations. We cannot identify
individual properties or addresses from this information.

Save and come back fater...

Citizen Space from Delib Accessibility Terms of Use Cooldes Privacy Help / feedback




Q:::? Leicester City Council

Homepage Search We Asked, You Said, We Did

Regulation 7 Public Consultation (To Let Boards)

Page 20f 5 Regulation 7 Directive Comments
=

View the existing Direction, including maps and a full list of affected addresses
Closes 5 Apr 2023
Do you support the renewal of the Direction Regulation 7 (To Let
Boards)?

Yes
No

No opinion either way

Do you have any comments

(
‘ < Back H « First H Save and come back later...

Citizen Space from Delity Accessibility Terms of Use Cookdes Privacy Help / feedback




Gy Leicester City Council

Search  'We Asked, You Said, We Did

Regulation 7 Public Consultation (To Let Boards)

Page Jof 5 Equality monitoring
e The information you provide in this final section of the questionnaire will be kept in
accordance with terms of current Data Protection legislation and will only be used
for the purpose of monitoring, Your details will not be passed on to any other
individual, organisation or group. Leicester ity Council is the data controller for the
information on this form for the purposes of current Data Protection legislation.

Closes 5 Apr 2023

Ethnic background:

Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi

Aslan or Asian Britishc Indian

Asian or Asian British: Pakdstani

Asian or Asian British: Any other Asian background
Black or Black British: African

Black or Black British: Caribbean

Black or Black British: Somali

Black or Black British: Any other Black background
Chinese

Chinese: Any other Chinese background
Dual/Muitiple Heritage: White & Asian
Dual/Multiple Herltage: White & Black African
Dual/Multiple Heritage: White & Black Caribbean
Dual/Multiple Heritage: Any other heritage background
White: British

White: European

White: Irish

White: Ay other White background

Other ethnic group: Gypsy/Romany/Irish Traveller
Other ethnic group: Any other ethnic group

Prefer not to say

If you said your ethnic group was one of the 'Other’ categories, please tell us
what this is:

under 18
18-25
26-35
J6-45
4655
56 - 65

Prefer not to say



Sexual orientation. Do you consider yourself to be ...

© Bisexual

O Gay / lesbian

O Heterosexual / straight
O Prefer not to say

' Other (please specify)

Disability

The Equality Act 2010 defines a person as disabled if they have a physical or
mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term effect on their
ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities and has lasted or is likely to
last for at least 12 months. People with HIV, cancer, multiple sclerosis (MS)
and severe disfigurement are also covered by the Equality Act.

Do you consider yourself to be a disabled person?

£ A mental health difficulty, such as depression, schizophrenia or anxiety
disorder

A physical impairment or mobility issues, such as difficulty using your arms
or using a wheelchair or crutches

C

A social / communication impairment such as a speech and language
impairment or Asperger's syndrome / other autistic spectrum disorder

£ A specific learning difficulty or disability such as Down’s syndrome, dyslexia,
dyspraxia or AD(H)D

& Blind or have a visual impairment uncorrected by glasses

[

Deaf or have a hearing impairment

An impairment, health condition or learning difference that is not listed
above (specify if you wish)

Prefer not to say
O Other

If Other, please say




How would you define your religion or belief?

Atheist
Bahai
Buddhist
Christian
Hindu

Jain
Jewish
Muslim
Sikh

No religion
Prefer not to say
Other

If Other, please specify

What is your sex?

Female
Male

Prefer not to say

Is your gender identity the same as your sex registered at birth?

1
-- Please Select -- v |

If No, what term do you use to identify your gender? (leave blank if prefer not
to say)

l Save and come back later...

l ¢ Back l « First

Citizen Space from Delib Accessibility Terms of Use Cookies Privacy Help / feedback
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¢o2 Leicester City Council

Homepage Search  We Asked, You Said, Wie Did

Regulation 7 Public Consultation (To Let Boards)

Paged of 5 Almost done...
Lo

You are about to submit your response. Please provide a valid email address if you
would like to receive confirmation of your submission and a copy of your responses.

Closes 5 Apr 2023 This email address is not retained after the confirmation is sent.

If you provide an email address you will be sent a receipt and a link to a
PDF copy of your response.

Email address

Satlt Mespeves

Citizen Space from Delib Accessibility Terms of Use Cookies Privacy Help / feedback




Appendix 4: Letter to agents

To Your Residential Lettings Team,

As you are aware, in February 2018, the Secretary of State, in pursuance of powers conferred on him by
Regulation 7 of the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007, agreed to a
Direction that the display of advertisements specified in Class 3A of Schedule 3, Part 1 (residential ‘to let’
boards) should not be undertaken in some streets in the following areas: Windermere, Hazel, Clarendon
Park, Greenhill, West End, Ashleigh Road and West End Conservation Area. The Direction came into effect
on 2nd July 2018 and lasts for five years. To view the details of the existing Direction visit
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-applications/do-i-need-permission/to-let-boards-
control/#.

| would like to take the opportunity to thank you for your co-operation in ensuring compliance with the
legislation.

The Council are currently preparing an application for a renewal of the Direction. As part of this process,
should you wish to do so, you can forward your views as to the success of the scheme or any comments you
would wish to make. As part of the formal process, the application will be advertised in the local and
national press, and you will have an opportunity to comment formally but we would like to give you the
opportunity to express your views on a more informal basis beforehand should you wish to do so.

It is not our intention to withdraw the Code of Practice that runs alongside the Direction at the present time
because it appears to be working successfully. It would be appreciated, however, if you could ensure that
your staff adhere to the restrictions of the regulations in relation to residential letting boards across the town,
including the siting of boards on properties and time restrictions in respect of the display.

Should you have any comments on renewal of the Direction, please submit them via the online consultation
page https://consultations.leicester.gov.uk/communications/regulation-7-public-consultation-to-let-boards/.

In case of any difficulty with submitting comments online you may write to me at:

Leicester City Council
Planning

2nd Floor

115 Charles Street
Leicester

LE1 1FZ

or e mail me at planning.enforcement@leicester.gov.uk.

Any comments should be received by 5th April 2023.

I look forward to your continued co-operation.


https://www.leicester.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-applications/do-i-need-permission/to-let-boards-control/
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-applications/do-i-need-permission/to-let-boards-control/
https://consultations.leicester.gov.uk/communications/regulation-7-public-consultation-to-let-boards/
mailto:planning.enforcement@leicester.gov.uk

Appendix 5: Site notices

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING Za - Windermere
C (CONTROL OF ADVERTISEMENTS) 2~ Hazel
Leicester
City Council
In July 2018, Leicester City Council implemented s Direction under Regulation 7 of The Town and
‘Country Planning {Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulstions Z007 fo resfrict the display
of residential letting ('to let’) boards in some areas of the City. |
Leicester City Council intends to apply fo the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and v
Communities fo rensw the Direction. Before making this application, the City Council would C
appreciate your views on the success of the Direction.
Maps of the aress and a full list of the streets covered by the existing Direction are available at i‘
the Customer Service Centre, 31 Granby Street, Leicester LE1 6FE. which is open Tuesday f
and Thursday 9.30am - 4.30pm. !
Further information on the areas sffected by the Direction can be found on our website =t To Let J
boards control {leicester.gowv.uk).
The consultation starts on 3th hMarch 2023 and closes on 5th Aprl 2023 and is available st the
fallowwing limk: hitps:iiconsultstions. leicester gov. ukfcommunicetions/regulation-7-public- !
consultstion-to-let-boards. l
Altematively you can send your views in writing to;
To Let Boards Consuliation 2a - Windermere
F'Ilanning Street Even Odd
{ﬂl‘;’ E':“ e 2t Numbers | Numbers Tyt o
arles Streat Street 10-38 1-87 _
Lt BuRrggr Streel &7 Threet Ever Tad
eicester Buttermere Street | - 17 only Numbers | Numbers
LE11FZ Clarendon Sireet | 84134 B Fylestons Fioad . RERET
Filbert Strest 104-112 103-131 B3z Sirest T80 ]
_ - ) Grasmere Strest 23-158 41-137 Filbert Street East | 254 1-3
‘Comments may also be made by e-mail fo planning. enforcementi@leicester.gov.uk Please quote Tireet 8212 Ta5T Hazel Cireed ] T3
To Let Boards Consultstion'. Fydal Sirael ) 555 Hew E"dgf.e I[r\eet ;—gz_gq. ] -
- = Cawday. otree oni
PFleaze note: Any commentz we recaive will be sfored electronically and will be publicly available. Thirlmere Street 1_42 Walt Street 70 -
iy i 5 Ullswister Street 2-58 1-G7
We will zfore your confact defailz on 8 computer database but will not relesze any information Tialnot Sireet T T
from the datsbase other than your name to snybody not acting for the Council Windermere Steet | 252 53

Dated: 8th March 2023

Thiz notice may be removed siter Sth April 2023.



(). THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
CoOJ (CONTROL OF ADVERTISEMENTS)
(ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2007

Leicester
City Council

In July 2018, Leicester City Council implemented a Direction under Regulation 7 of The Town and
Counfry Planning {Control of Advertisernents) (England) Regulations 2007 fo resfrict the display
of residentis| lething ({'to let’) boards in some areas of the City.

Leizester City Council intends to apply to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communifies to renew the Direction. Before making this application, the City Council would
appreciate your visws on the success of the Direction.

Maps of the areas and a full list of the sfreets covered by the existing Direction are available st
the Customer Service Centre, 31 Granby Street, Leicester LE1 6FE. which is open Tuesday
and Thursday 2.30am - 4.30pm.

Further information on the areas affected by the Direction can be found on our website at To Let
boards control (leicester gowv.uk].

The consultation starts on 8th March 2023 and closes on Sth April 2023 and is available st the

following limkz: hitps:'consultstions. leicester gov. ukfcommunications/regulstion-7-public-
consultstion-io-let-boards.

Altematively you can send your views in writing to;

To Let Boards Caonsultation
Flanning

City Hall

118 Charles Strest
Leicester

LE1 1FZ

‘Comments may also be made by e-mail to planning.enforcement@isicester. gov.uk Pleass quote
To Let Boards Consultation'.

Plezze note: Any comments we receive will be sfored electronically and will be publicly avaizble.

Ve will store your confact defails on a computer datebase but will not refesse any information
from the database other than your name to anybody nof acting for the Council.

Dated: 8th March 2023

This notice may be removed after Sth April 2023,

3b — Clarendon Park

3c — Greenhill

oy . A
; ST pr—
B =
3t —Clarendon Park
Strest Even odd Even odd
Humbers Humbers Humbers Numbers

Arderiey Road 4-102 1-B7 2-138 1-117
Avenue Road Ext 94-274 3-315 2-3 1-33
Broakland Rosd 2-142 1-B3
Bukser Roasd 1-75 2-88 1-101
Cecilia Road 1-31 2 anly -
Clarendon Park Road | 76-298 107-325 26 1-13
Cracack Road 1-45 ] 1-43
Edtward Road 1-d1 16-252 43217
Fleetwood Court 1-17 2-14 1-11
Flese twerad Foid 1-49 52-156 & Park hause 23167
Harpeg Rosd i4-122 1-121 2-50 1-41
Haward Road 26-182 1-175 128-386 -
Enighton Park Road 26 pnly 170-334 201-351
Landsesr Road B 9-63 all of Clarendan Court | 7-61
Legoold Road 1-61 25 & 20 onb -

€ — Gragnhil

Strest

Humbera
i Road
Gainsborough Road
Greanhill Road 1-121

Ciweens Road

153-217

Raeburn Road

‘Wetord Rosd




0 THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING jb—WESt End
c — Ashleigh Road

CoOJ (CONTROL OF ADVERTISEMENTS) 4 - West End Conservation Area
(ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2007

Leicester
City Council
. . . L ~ b —West End
In July 2013, Leicester City Council implemented a Direction under Regulation 7 of The Town and Eireal Even Humbers | Oad Humbera
Country Planning {Control of Advertizements) (England) Regulations 2007 to restrict the display Garcly Shreet 2-148 3-163
of residentizl letling {'to |2t} boards in some areas of the City. Seacansfield Road | 3.932 1131
Bisley Street 2-38 1-33
Leicester City Council intends to apply fo the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Blo= 'Fw Cias= T34 T3
Communities to renew the Direction. Before making this applicstion, the City Council would Graunstons Gate 5668 -
sppreciate your views on the success of the Direction. Brilon Street 14-38 3-43
Browning Strest 2-62 1-65
Maps of the areas and a full list of the streets coverad by the existing Direction are available at B:’“:"g;__w 068 )
the Customer Service Centre, 31 Granby Street, Leicester LE1 8FB, which is open Tuesday Cambrdge Strest | 4-138 5.133
&nd Thursday 8.30am - 4 30pm. Celt Sireet 4-22 117
. . . . . Crz Sireat 2-102 3-89
Further information on the areas sffected by the Direction can be found on our website st To Let E:’_‘J:.:LE::% T 1118
boards control [leicester gov. ukd. Equity Road 2-40 1-41
Fosse Rosd South | 108-202 101-191
Gaul Strest 2-43 1-73
The consultation starts on 8th March 2023 and closes on Sth April 2023 and is avsilable at the :mr';lw R;m;d g-;U 1-183
following limk: https:/iconsultstions. leicester. gov.ukicommunications/regulstion-T-public- i = =
Itstion-to-let-bosrds oy - -
onsUEHIn- 4o S HOSI0S . Lalimer Strest 2-60 1-85
Livingstione Strast 2-104 -
Luther Streat 2-102 1-103
Alternativaly you can send your views in writing to; Marbarcugh Read | 2-210 1-203
Mael Stresl 2-68 1-B5
Marmian Strest 4-B4 1-71
To Lat Boards Consultation :‘ﬂ:"_'_:l_'“"l 3:36 ?2;
Planning ey Ses — =
City Hall dc — Ashleigh Gardens RE""""" gg: 222 :;3
115 Charles Street Stroet Evan Ood | Budiag Terrace 2 anly 1 anly
Leicaster Humbers Humbers S Sireel S0 L ] L
LE1 1FZ Ashileigh Gardens All praperties [ All praperties :rwf-ln -I‘."E-R = 2_;4 1_;5
Ashizigh Read 328 527 e =
Shaffiald Streat 10-34 1-23
Fos=zs Road Sowth | 220-228 - =
Tarbareagh Rosd | - GBS Sluart Shect == e
Comments may also be made by e-msil to planning.enforcementf@leicester. gov.uk Please quote [ ¥tk Fosd -4l 1-38 WIILE'"' 58 157
- ¥ Sirest = g
To Let Boards Consultstion'. Uppertan Road E-08 1173
‘Walton Straet 10-92 1-88
Flegze note: Any comments we recaive will be =fored electronically and will be publicly availabile, 4d - 'West End Consarvation Area Wptoabas, Drive 2-52 1-48
We will sfore your contact defails on a computer database but will not release any information Streel Even Odd ‘Western Road 118-378 1-251
from the datsbaze other than your name fo snybady nof acting for the Council, — g‘:}"“’"‘ Numbars Wilberfarce Road [ 2-190 1-138
as=s Road Sowth -5 -
Livingsione Straet - 33-51
Shafleshury Road G0-66 -
Suhaliski Averue 2-4
| Sesicates Drive 52-138

Dated: 8th March 2023

Thiz notice may be removed after Sth Apnl 2023,



Appendix 6: Leicester Mercury advertisement

Leicester Mercury 10th March
2023

Ban on 'eyesore' To Let boards
could be extended Iin Leicester
with fines for those who disobey

'"'We don’t want to see the advertising boards becoming an eyesore in these areas again'

The city council hopes to extend the ban for five more years (Image: pawopa3336|Getty)

A ban on erecting 'To Let' boards outside some city homes without permission could be extended. The
boards have been branded an eyesore when they are allowed to build up in residential areas, with
some residents feeling they damage the sense of community in affected streets and make
neighbourhoods look scruffy.


http://inyourarea.co.uk/
http://inyourarea.co.uk/

The ban was introduced in parts of the Castle, Knighton, Saffron and Westcotes wards in 2018, after
Leicester City Council received complaints from residents over the large number of such boards in their
areas. Some were left up almost permanently.

The ban is due to expire this summer, and the council is looking to renew it for another five years.
Currently, landlords in the areas covered by the ban must apply for planning permission if they want
to put up a board outside their homes. If they put one up without approval, they can be fined up to
£2,500.

Leicester City Council has launched an online consultation over the ban's extension. The authority is
asking residents whether they believe the measure is effective and if they support its continuation.

One resident told LeicestershireLive: "l hate them. They make neighbourhoods look like nobody lives
there permanently, which really damages the sense of community.

"The ban has been brilliant. They were just out of control."

Deputy city mayor Councillor Piara Singh Clair, who leads on regulatory services, said: “Prior to
bringing these new powers into effect, many people who lived close to the universities were concerned
about the almost permanent proliferation of ‘To Let’ boards on their streets.

“Since the direction was implemented, there has been a significant reduction in illegally displayed ‘To
Let’ boards which has led to an improvement in the appearance of the affected areas. We don’t want to
see the advertising boards becoming an eyesore in these areas again and hope to renew the legal
powers which have helped us to successfully tackle the problem.”

To take part in the survey, search for 'Leicester City Council consultations'.


https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/all-about/planning
https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/all-about/crime
https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/all-about/crime
https://consultations.leicester.gov.uk/communications/regulation-7-public-consultation-to-let-boards/?dm_i=4MPG%2C1HROU%2C6XYSS5%2C6XHLP%2C1

Appendix 7: Publicity on Leicester City Council Website

LEICESTER City Council is set to renew powers to stop landlords putting
up boards advertising their properties in some parts of the city.

In summer 2018, the city council brought into effect a new Regulation 7 Direction which
effectively banned the use of ‘To Let’ boards in some areas of the city, close to the
University of Leicester and De Montfort University.

It means that landlords and agents now need to apply for planning consent to put up
signs advertising properties for rent in parts of the Castle, Knighton, Saffron and
Westcotes wards. If they fail to comply, they could face court action and be fined up to
£2,500.

The ban covers some addresses in the Windermere, Hazel, Clarendon Park, Greenbhill,
West End, Ashleigh Road and West End conservation areas.

The existing legal direction is due to expire in July 2023, and the city council is planning
to apply for this to renewed.

Before then, people are being invited to have their say of the effectiveness of the
measure and whether they support a continuation of the ban on unauthorised 'To Let'
boards in these parts of the city.

Deputy city mayor CliIr Piara Singh Clair, who leads on regulatory services, said: “Prior
to bringing these new powers into effect, many people who lived close to the
universities were concerned about the almost permanent proliferation of ‘To Let’ boards
on their streets.

“Since the direction was implemented, there has been a significant reduction in illegally
displayed ‘“To Let’ boards which has led to an improvement in the appearance of the
affected areas. We don’t want to see the advertising boards becoming an eyesore in
these areas again and hope to renew the legal powers which have helped us to
successfully tackle the problem.”

Councils can apply for powers to control the display of ‘To Let’ boards under Regulation
7 of the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations
2007.

Leicester City Council submitted its bid for the Regulation 7 direction in October 2016,
following a public consultation on the proposal. The successful bid was confirmed by
the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government in February 2018.



The powers first came into effect from 2nd July 2018 and last for five years.

To have your say on plans to renew the existing ban on To Let boards in certain parts
of the city, visit consultations.leicester.gov.uk

Closing date for comments is Wednesday 5 April.


https://consultations.leicester.gov.uk/communications/regulation-7-public-consultation-to-let-boards/

Appendix 8: Analysis of online consultation

Leicester City Council

Regulation 7 Public Consultation [To Let Boards)

https://consultations_leicester. gov.uk/communications/regulation-7-public-consultation-to-
let-boards

This report was created on Thursday 06 April 2023 at 07:49

The activity ran from 08/03/2023 to 05/04/2023

Responses to this survey: 13

Are you responding as (please tick as many options as apply)
Are you responding as (please tick as many options as apply)

There were 18 responses to this part of the question.

."} i i \'.

Owner/ocoupier

tandiors |
Tenant (Private/Coundil) [

Other F

_ o 2 4 & 8 10 12 |
Option Total Percent
Ownerloccupier 10 55 56%
Student 0 0.00%
Letting agent 0 0.00%
Landlord 4 22.22%
Tenant (Private/Council) 3 16.67%
Other 1 5.56%
Not Answered 0 0.00%




Leicester City Council

If other, please state

There were 3 responses to this part of the question.

What is your home/work postcode? (as appropriate)

Postcode

There were 18 responses to this part of the guestion.

Do you support the renewal of the Direction Regulation 7 (To Let Boards)?
Do you support the renewal of the Direction Regulation 77

There were 18 respenses fo this part of the question.

L

Yes
No
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
Option Total Percent
Yes 13 T72.22%
No 5 27.78%
No opinion either way 0 0.00%
Not Answered 0 0.00%
Reg 7 comments

There were 15 responses to this part of the question.

Ethnic background:
Ethnicity

There were 17 respenses fo this part of the guestion.




Leicester City Council

Agian or Asian British: Indian

Black or Black British: African

White: Any other White background -

Mot Answered F

Prefernot o2y

whie:Bicis |

o 1 2 3 4

Option Total Percent
Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi 0 0.00%
Asian or Asian British: Indian 2 11.11%
Asian or Asian British: Pakistani 0 0.00%
Asian or Asian British: Any other Asian background 0 0.00%
Black or Black British: African 1 5.56%
Black or Black British: Caribbean 0 0.00%
Black or Black British: Somali 0 0.00%
Black or Black British: Any other Black background 0 0.00%
Chinese 0 0.00%
Chinese: Any other Chinese background 0 0.00%
Dual/Multiple Heritage: White & Asian 0 0.00%
Dual/Multiple Heritage: White & Black African 0 0.00%
Dual/Multiple Heritage: White & Black Caribbean 0 0.00%
Dual/Multiple Heritage: Any other heritage background 0 0.00%
White: British 8 44 44%
White: European 0 0.00%
White: Irish 0 0.00%
White: Any other White background 1 5.56%
Other ethnic group: Gypsy/Romany/Irish Traveller 0 0.00%
Other ethnic group: Any other ethnic group 0 0.00%




Leicester City Council

Prefer not to say 5 27.78%

Not Answered 1 5.56%

If you said your ethnic group was one of the 'Other’ categories, please tell us what
this is:

There was 1 response to this part of the question.

Age:
Age

There were 18 responses to this part of the question.

26-35
s6-45 |
s6-5 |
so- |
Frotc ooy
0 1 2 2 ) 5 6 7
Option Total Percent
under 18 0 0.00%
18-25 0 0.00%
26-35 2 11.11%
36-45 2 11.11%
46 - 55 a 0.00%
56 -65 4 2222%
b6+ 6 33.33%
Prefer not to say 4 22 22%
Not Answered 0 0.00%




Leicester City Council

Sexual orientation. Do you consider yourself to be ...
sexuality

There were 138 responses to this part of the question.

L

Gay / lesbian

Heerosenual/swighe [

Other (please specify) F

4] 2 4 & g 10 12

Option Total Percent
Bisexual 1] 0.00%
Gay | lesbian 1 h.56%
Heterosexual / straight 11 B61.11%
Prefer not to say 5 27.78%
Other (please specify) 1 5.56%
Not Answered 0 0.00%
Other sex

There were () responses to this part of the question.

Disability
ar

There were 17 responses to this part of the question.




Leicester City Council

Yes

vo [

Mot Answered F
0 2

4 5 B 10 12
Option Total Percent
Yes 4 22.22%
No 10 55.56%
Prefer not to say 3 16.67%
Not Answered 1 5.56%

Disability detail

There were 6 responses to this part of the question.

i "y

A long standing illness or health condit
ion such as cancer, HIV, diabetes, chron...

Deaf or have a hearing impairment

Prefer not to say

Other

|
—
.
Not Answered —

| Option | Total | Percent |




Leicester City Council

A long standing illness or health condition such as 2 11.11%
cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic heart disease, or epilepsy

A mental health difficulty, such as depression, 0 0.00%
schizophrenia or anxiety disorder

A physical impairment or mobility issues, such as 0 0.00%
difficulty using your arms or using a wheelchair or

crutches

A social / communication impairment such as a speech 0 0.00%
and language impairment or Asperger's syndrome / other

autistic spectrum disorder

A specific learning difficulty or disability such as Down's | [ 0.00%
syndrome, dyslexia, dyspraxia or AD(H)D

Blind or have a visual impairment uncorrected by glasses | [ 0.00%
Deaf or have a hearing impairment 1 5 56%
An impairment, health condition or learning difference that | 0 0.00%
is not listed above (specify if you wish)

Prefer not to say 3 16.67%
Other 1 5.56%
Not Answered 12 B66.67%
Other disability

There were 2 responses to this part of the question.

How would you define your religion or belief?
religion

There were 13 responses to this part of the question.




Leicester City Council

Atheist
Christian
Hindu S
jewish [N
Noreligion |
Prefer ottossy [
Other F
0 1 2 3 4 s 6 7 8

Option Total Percent
Atheist 1 5.56%
Bahai 0 0.00%
Buddhist 0 0.00%
Christian 2 11.11%
Hindu 2 11.11%
Jain 0 0.00%
Jewish 1 5.56%
Muslim 0 0.00%
Sikh 1} 0.00%
No religion 4 2229%
Prefer not to say T 38.89%
Other 1 5.56%
Not Answered 0 0.00%

other religion

There was 1 response to this part of the question.




Leicester City Council

What is your sex?
sex

There were 18 responses to this part of the guestion.

./ i

Female
| s 1 1 3 1 1 T
Option Total Percent
Female 9 50.00%
Male 5 27.78%
Prefer not to say 4 22.22%
Not Answered 0 0.00%
gender same as birth
There were 12 responses to this part of the question.
Yes
Prefer notto say -
e
| ! 'z ; ; F—
Option Total Percent
Yes 11 61.11%
No 0 0.00%
1 5.56%

Prefer not to say




Leicester City Council

| Not Answered | 6 | 33.33% |

Other gender

There were ) responses to this part of the question.



Appendix 9: Comments Received
Online Consultation

Comments where answer was ‘ves’:

‘It's made a MASSIVE positive difference to the look and feel of affected neighbourhoods.’
‘Recently | have noticed that the number of boards on display seem to be increasing again.’
‘Allowing the regulation to lapse would be an awful choice. PLEASE...’

‘The introduction of the ban has had a significant effect in my area. Previously many boards
were left up for all or most of the year cluttering the look of the street and giving out the wrong
message in terms of the strong, friendly community that exists here. | think the ban should be
continued and also extended to other parts of the city.’

‘They are an eye sore that has improved so carry on | say’

‘This has been a really successful control policy. There have been few abuses, and its
dramatically improved the local environment in the terraced streets of Clarendon Park. Please
renew it"’

‘The streets are a lot less cluttered and no longer an eyesore.’

‘The number of boards were becoming a huge problem - they were often left even though the
house/flat was occupied. The area is now calmer - visually. Thank you. (Sadly most people
will not realize the difference as it is now the 'norm’)’

‘Should also include "Let By" boards which in some cases stay up for months’

‘I am most familiar with the impact of this direction in the Clarendon Park area. It has
considerably improved its appearance as I'm sure it has in the other areas affected.’

‘The Direction 7 Regulation (To Let Boards) has been very successful in controlling the display
of To Let boards in the 3b — Clarendon Park and the 3c — Greenhill areas of Castle and
Knighton Wards. Only a few To Let boards have been displayed where they shouldn’t be and
these have been quickly removed when reported to Leicester City Council. Control of the
display of To Let boards has had a positive effect on the character and appearance of our area
and we support the renewal and retention of these controls.’

Comments where answer was ‘no’:

‘We stopped letting our property in 2020 in Clarendon Park due to all the new regulations by
the government. We have been trying g to sell it ever since. Again due to new mortgage regs.
new EPC regs we have been unable to sell. On top of that we are now subject to Leicester city
council tax, which we have always been happy to pay when empty, but due to Covid as well,



we are now in our second year of trying to sell and we think unfairly being charged double
council tax! Having written to Leic Council about this they haven’t had the decency to reply.
[REDACTEDY]

‘Just an excuse to make the council money, typical of a labour run council’

‘Since this ban has come into place, we do not know which property is up for let and which
isn’t, prior to this ban at least you would know what house is up for let and what isn’t. Not
allowing this we can'’t see if we have new neighbours or not.’

‘Are then going to penalize the private buyers as well.’

By E-mail

‘Not surprisingly, | very much welcome the renewal of this direction. Thank you for letting me
know.’

‘Thanks for your email, but neither of our properties (Both on [REDACTED)]) are located in the
areas you have listed so this does not apply to us.’

‘Wonderful thanks for letting me know.’

Leicester Mercury Website
‘Does the ban also apply to "Office space to let" signs plastered all over the town centre?’
‘KEEP THE BAN, some areas were looking like Cannery Row’

‘A money making scheme mayor needing more money and who does he think will be paying
not the landlord, the tenant!’

‘some of the boards in Highfields and Evington are there for a long long time’

Tweets

None.



Appendix 10: Late response

Jackie Skinner

From: Rose Forman <roseforman@propertymark.co.uk>

Sent: 06 April 2023 16:28

To: planning.enforcement

Subject: Regulation 7 Public Consultation (To Let Boards)
Attachments: LCC Consultation Response from Propertymark (April 2023).pdf
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Good afternoon,
Please find attached response to the consultation: Regulation 7 Public Consultation {To Let Boards).

Propertymark is the UX’s leading professional body of property agents, with over 17,000 members. We represent
the voice of the private property sector across the UK. We have members in Leicester City, some of whom | spoke to
in order to formulate this response.

I have outlined our objections to the proposed direction and made suggestions of alternative courses of action,
where appropriate.

Please let me know if you have any queries or need anything clarifying,
Best wishes
Rose

Rose Forman
Policy and Campaigns Officer
01926 496 800

roseforman@propertymark.co.uk

arla naea
propertymark

0192: 49680:) '
propertymark one

OVO Arena Wembley
27 June 2023

propertymark one

Propertymark Ltd trading 2z Propertymark Regztered in Engjand and Wales No. 57507
Registered office: Arbon Houze, € Tounament Court, Ecgenill Drive, Warwick, CV34 6LG



propertymark

Leicester City Council: Regulation 7 Public Consultation {To Let Boards)
Consultation response from Propertymark
AEliI 2023

Backzround

Propartymark is the UK’s leading professional body of property agents, with over 17,000
members. We are member-led with a Board which is made up of practicing agents and we
waork closaly with our members to set professional standards through regulation, accredited
and recognized qualifications, an industry leading training programrme and mandatory
continuing Professional Development.

Overview

2.

Res)

Leicester City Council is looking to extend the Direction under Regulations 7 of the Town and
Country Planning [Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007 to remove ‘deemed
consent’ for to let boards in certain areas of the city. The city originally implemented
restrictions in July 2018 which were in place for five years and are now due for renewal.

Under the Town and Country Planning Regulations, property agents’ boards are categorised
as requiring ‘deemed consent’. This means that explicit planning permissions is not required
az long as the criteria and conditions cutlined in the regulations are met. However, the
Regulations give local authorities planning enforcement powers to restrict the uze of deemed
consent where it feals appropriate and necessary. Usually these necessities are for public
safety concerns. Public safety can also factor in the likelihood of an advertisement board
obscuring or hindering the visibility of traffic signs or other navigation aids, or if the
advertisement will hinder the operation of any security or surveillance device or device for
measuring vehicle speed.

The Town and Country Planning Regulations standards conditions include that an
advertisament board should be kept clean and tidy and should be in 2 condition which does
not endanger the public.

The concerns cutlined by Leicester City Council, and the reasoning for implementing the
Regulation 7 Direction, are the negative impact on the visual aspects of neighbourhoods and
the local environment due to @ high number of to lat boards in the areas specified * The council
states that it attempted to implement a voluntary Code of Practice in order to tackle the issue,
but this was unsuccessful in reducing the number of boards on display.

nse

Do you suppert the renewal of the Direction Regulation 7 (Te Let Boards)?

6.

Propertymark does not agree that a renewal of the Direction Regulation 7 is requirad. This is
for three reasons, firstly the parameters of the Town and Country Planning {Control of
Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007 should be sufficient to control advertising boards
in the area. Secondly, the direction is no longer necessary or appropriate. The lettings market
has changed significantly since the direction was first implemented and therefore it is no
longer relevant. Thirdly, the diraction could negatively impact the promaotion and awarenass
of local (law-abiding) letting agencies in the area, thus affecting their Business unfairly.

To Lt boarce pombre I:‘IF:E!E;: |:



propertymark

Adequate powers under existing legislation

7.

0.

The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) [England) Regulations 2007
[hereby referred to as the regulations) sets out the rules for advertising boards, including
property sales and lettings boards. The regulations stipulate what is acceptable and what is
mot when advertizing a property for sale or let. Agents’ advertising boards come under the
category of ‘deemed consent’, which means that explicit planning permission is not required
as long as the criteria and conditions outlined in the regulations are met.

Thie standard conditions under the regulations state:

*  Advertisements cannot be displayed without permission of the owner of the site.

« sdvertisements, and any site used for the display of advertisements, should be kept
clean and tidy.

« sdvertizements, and any site used for the display of advertisements, should be in a
condition that does not endanger the public.

# If the advertisement is requirad to be removed under the Regulations, the site should
be left im a condition which does not endanger the public.

The powers of the local planning authority should be sufficient to control any advertising
which falls ogutside of the standard conditions. The council has the power to enforce the
conditions and issue a Discontinuance Notice under Regulation 8 of the legislation. Reasons
for taking discontinuance action may include if the authority believes that there is risk of
zubstantial injury to the amenity of the locality or a danger to members of the public
However, the planning authority must consider whether there is an opticn to modify the
display instead of taking discontinuance action. If the owner of the advertising board does not
comply with a discontinuance notice then the planning authority can escalate this under the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Propartymark recognises that these powers may have been insufficient in 2018 when the
direction was first implemented, due to a high propensity of boards in the locality. However,
following a period of frve years where to let advertisement boards have been banned, agents
in the local area have adhered to the regulations and a further extension of the ban seems
disproportionate when there are sufficient powers in place to control any potential future
breaches.

Mo longer necassary

11.

12,

Propartymark appreciates that a voluntary Code of Practice was introduced in 2013, which
Leicestar City Council states was not weall adhered to. 1t should be noted, however, that the
lettings market is significantly different now to how it was in 2013. One local Propertymark
member stated that the turnaround of properties is so quick now due to such high demand in
the lettings market that boards are swiftly put up and taken down (in areas not under the
direction). The areas affected by the direction are predominantly student lettings, which are
in wery high demand as the student population of Leicester’s two universities continues to
climb.

Zlongside the current direction is a Code of Practice which many agents are unaware of.
Propertymark suggests that instead of imposing restrictions under a direction, a batter



propertymark

publicised Code of Practice and adeguate enforcement could be used to regulate the improper
use of advertising boards.

Impact on lettings businass

13, When asked, our agents said that the enforcement of the direction had a negative impact on
their business. Advertisement boards are used to locate what properties are available in an
area, show the local lettings businesses and to make the public aware of their brand. Visibility
is key to any brand's success and by inhibiting the use of advertising boards this can impact
on the local agents. One agency that we spoke to said that their office is based in one of the
areas of restriction and not being able to advertise arcund this area affected their business
because itinevitably drew in less customers.

14. Letting agents, like any other business, want to maintain a respectable reputation. This can be
achieved by using advertising boards effectively, showing their prominence in an area and
thus giving the public (and any potential customers) confidence that they are a well-used and
trusted organisation. it would not be in the best interest of a reputable lettings agency to
leave boards up looking tatty and unsightly. Agznts who are members of orzanisations such
as Propertymark are regulated under cur internal principles, they are therefore kept informed
of their cbligations and legal requiremeants such as those under the Town and Country
Planning Regulations. Agents who are not aware or not a3 member of a professional body
should be educated rather than chastised.

Conclusion

15. Propertymark agreas that excessive use of advertising boards can be labelled an ‘syesore’. But
we believe that restrictions on their use, over and above the current legislation, is unnecessary
and a hinderance ta local businesses. The solutian would be for the planning authority to use
enforcement powers already within its remit to ensure that boards adhere to the standard
conditions. The direction may have been reguired when it was first propesed in 2015, but the
lettings market has changed dramatically since then as demand outstrips supply. This suggests
that letting agents’ attitudes to advertising boards will have changed and there is no longer
an iszue which needs to be controllad.



